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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
7:30 - 9 a.m.

“Get Clients Now!”

featuring  
Tracey Leighton Shepherd,
TLS Coaching —You’ll learn 

how to develop a unique 
marketing plan and marketing 

strategies that get results!

TUESDAY, MARCH 2
7:30 - 9 a.m.

“Insider Secrets to 
Networking Success”

featuring 
Charles Legalos—Learn insider

secrets that turn “Meets and
Greets” into critical contacts!

Fish Ranch Restaurant
Mt. Diablo Blvd. at 1st St.

$10 Members • $15 Guests 
Reserve Today! 284-7404

Barbara Linchey, Chair
925-932-1332

Don’t miss your opportunity to hear NBC-TV 11 award winning news anchor
and reporter, up front and personal at our Membership Luncheon. With more
than 12 years news reporting experience, Ms. Dwyer has won several awards
including Emmy, Associated Press, New York Film Festival and Bay Area Society
of Professional Journalist.  As someone who is dedicated to her job, Ms. Dwyer
enjoys the opportunity to be the “eyes and ears” for the public. She is known for
her quest for the truth in interviews. She is also keenly involved the the Board of
Directors for Environmental Traveling Companions, a non-profit organization
helping disabled people enloy the outdoors. Monday, February 9th from
11:30am-1pm at the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa - $37.50. Call the
Chamber for Reservations 284-7404.

NBC TV 11 News Anchor
Diane Dwyer Headlines 
Membership Luncheon
“Tracking the Truth–
Inside the Governor’s First 100 Days.”

The Contra Costa Sun recently announced the winners of the second annual
“Lamorinda’s Best” competition.  According to Editor Peggy Spear, “If we
detected a trend while tallying votes, it was the idea of customer service. Our com-
munity doesn’t just enjoy good products, we enjoy friendliness and helpfulness in
obtaining them.”

Lafayette Leads 
“Best of Lamorinda” List

B

Best Place to Give/Get a Kiss ......................................................................................Lafayette Reservoir
Best Business Landscaping ..............................................................................Aspen Building Technology
Best Police Officer..................................................................................................Lafayette Officer Paul Zill
Best Public Art ............................................................Olivia (the blue sculpture in front of Lafayette Gallery)

Best Activity ................................................................Chow & Bistro at the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa
for a Friday night (Over 21) ................................................................................................................................

Best Take-out Meal........................................................................................................Susan Foord Catering
Best Fries..............................................................................................................................................McDonald’s
Best Pancakes ..............................................................................................................................................Millie’s
Best Cosmopolitan ....................................................................Bistro at the Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa
Best Seafood Restaurant ..............................................................................Fish Ranch Restaurant & Bar
Best Burrito ..........................................................................................................................................Baja Fresh
Best Line to Stand In............................................................................................Diablo Foods deli section
Best Place to Take Your Grandmother for a Nice Meal ........................................The Duck Club
Best Place to Take Your Grandkids for a Meal ......................................Mangia Ristorante Pizzeria
Best Movie Concessions..............................................................................................................Park Theater
And finally, the Chamber’s personal favorite
Best Office Manager ......................................................Karen Rose, Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
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Lafayette Chamber of Commerce

MISSION STATEMENT
To promote and maintain a healthy business 

climate and to preserve and enhance the 
quality of life in Lafayette.

OFFICERS
President 

Larry Duson, Bank of the West

1st Vice President
Larry Blodgett, Blodgett's Floor Covering

2nd Vice President
Budd MacKenzie,Attorney

3rd Vice President
Stacy Spell, Oakwood Athletic Club

Treasurer 
Caesar Perales, CPA

Immediate Past President
Jay Lifson, Lafayette Park Hotel & Spa

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Barbara Banis Smith, Sereta Churchill, Mike Heller,

Mike Kearney,Timothy McKinley, Ute Medford,
Sandi Mitchell, Bonnie Ann Moore, Cynthia Murdough,

Wendy Tamis, Jesse Wellen, Eddie Roodveldt,
Kristy Rodrigues, Edward Zeidan    

ADVISORY BOARD
Judy Carney, Steve Falk,

Dennis Garrison, Joe Heinz, Chris Lane, Ed Stokes

CHAMBER OFFICE STAFF
Ann Denny, Executive Director

Karen Rose, Office Manager
Virginia Fox, Membership Services Director

LAFAYETTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
100 Lafayette Circle, Suite 103 • Lafayette, CA. 94549
(925) 284-7404 • FAX (925) 284-3109

info@lafayettechamber.org
www.lafayettechamber.org

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
5:30 - 7 p.m.

Sweet Temptations! 

Starring Theatre Entertainment!
“Life is uncertain.

Start with dessert!”

Town Hall Theatre 
3535 School St.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10
5:30 - 7 p.m.

Business Showcase
TABLETOP MIXER

Oakwood Athletic Club
4000 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

$60 - 6ft table

$30 - half table

M M
The following article is a reprint of an article written by Meera Pal which appeared

in the January 14 issue of the Contra Costa Sun.

New Lafayette Chamber of Commerce president Larry Duson has
worked in Lafayette only five years, yet he seems to know everyone up and
down Mt. Diablo Boulevard.

Just last Wednesday, Duson could be found standing outside the Bank of
the West, where he serves as assistant vice president and branch manager,
chatting with Lafayette police officer A.J. Guy.

“Larry has only been in town for five years and he knows a lot more peo-
ple that I do,” says chamber executive director Ann Denny, who has served
for more than 10 years.

Duson (was) sworn in as the Lafayette Chamber’s new president at their
Businessperson of the Year dinner and board installation dinner (on January
29.)

Rather than be sworn in alone, Duson would like to start his term as a
team member, and have his entire board sworn in together.

“I’m a team builder. I want us all to be up there together,” says Duson.
“It is an honor to be president of the chamber, and to be a part of the best
of the best.”

Duson joined the chamber in 1999 and was brought onto the board of
directors the next year. He has been actively involved ever since.

Joining the chamber was a given for Duson, who has served as branch
manager in a number of different communities.

“With the Chamber, you will immediately learn who the movers and the
shakers are in a community,” he says.

As the new president, he doesn’t have any major plans for change.  In his
words, if it ain’t broke, why fix it?  
He says the chamber has been doing a great job for years, in part due to the
staff under Denny, including office manager Karen Rose and membership
services director Virginia Fox.  

“My goals for 2004 are to ensure that the things we do well, we contin-
ue to do well,” says Duson.

Denny added: “Larry is an engaged leader and is certainly very consider-
ate of the staff, and we are as involved as we need to be with his decisions
and his plan.”  

His plans include the continued success of the chamber’s big events, the
Art and Wine Festival, the Reservoir Run, and the Restaurant Walk. 

“There is no one in town who has the kind of charisma Larry has,” says
Jay Lifson, director of food and beverage at the Lafayette Park Hotel and
Spa.  Lifson is also the immediate past president of the chamber.  “He has
so much enthusiasm.  It will definitely be another great year.”  

Banker Larry Duson 
is New Chamber President

IX
ER

S
MM

IXER
S


